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L. Track of His Majefty’s armed Brig Lion from England fo Davis’s Streights and Labrador, with
determining the Longitude by Sun and Moon and Error of Common Reckoning; alfo the Variation
and Dip of the Needle, as obferved during the faid Voyage in-1776. By Lieutenant Richard
Comimander of the faid Vefel; communicated by Nevil Matkelyne, D. D. F. R, 8. and Aftronomer .
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with Obfervations for
riation of the Compals
ichard Picker{gill, aze -
momer Royal;

Remarks, &c.

ci'ly ifles about North of us.
Azard Eaft of us.

qually with rain; a great fiwell |
, An unfteady fea, though- the]
' compafs fiood pretty well,
Jnder courfes,

Auch rain, &,

itrong gales with rain,

vlore moderate,

doderate and clear; a great fwell.
Attle winds and clear weather.
[hefe I have not worked.

A fine pleafant day.

“ine weather.,
Jazy 3t times.

Sun thefe not' bad ones; air

-

{Conﬁdering the height of the

clear,

Coming on to blow hard,

The log between thefe and the
laft agrees pretry well.

itrong gales. .
{Strong gales, veflel drifts very
faft to the Eaftward.

Dip.

Face E.Pl;mk,up, 7630
Face W, ditto, 75 o} 75

FaceW.markdown; 74 o
Face E. ditto, 74 30

Fine Day.
Moderate weathier. .

A very good fet: - ‘
Foggy weather; like the banks}
of Newfoundland, water]
fmooth, , -

Calm; tried foundings, and got ground at|
f 320 fathoms ; drifted to the N.E. about
two wiiles, and founded again in 290]
fathoms; fine white fand: at the fame|
vime faw a_tfhag, gulls; and other figns
of land not far from heuce. By runnng
about ig miiles NE by N. loft found:ngs,

{o hore away; calling it the Lion’s Bank .

Swell from the Southward.
Carried away the fore-yard;
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U Ghore away; calling it the Lion’s Bank |
Swell from the Southward,
Carried away the fore-yard.
5.W, fwell; loft all cur birds,

Vex} good obfervatioris and the
veffel fteady, when made.

Cape Farewell’s lat. 59° 38'N.
long. by obf. 42° 42" W,

The Eaftermoft part of it..’

Saw Cape barewell bearing|
! N by W. by compafs, diftancej
L about 7 or 8 leagues. -

A continuation
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A Continuation of the Track of His Majefty’s armed Brig Lion, from Cape Fatewell along
Greenland, for the Determination of the Pofition of the Coaft, as likewife the Dip, Varia
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along the Weft Coaft of
), Variation, &c.

ds. Remarks, &c.

Very good obfervation; water
" fmooth; amengfta ficid of jce.
“Land from NE 1o SE, diftance
off 8 or 10 leagues, making in

deep bays.

. [Clear weather; faft in the ice.

SW 5 leagues.
Dip, Face E mark end down, 76 50
Face W ditto, . 77 ©
Poles changed, Face W dittovp, 76 1%
Face E ditto, 76 3¢

],Water fimooth; land at NE to

W|Hazy, no land in fight,
1b.|Much ice. ‘

Cape Defolation E 4 leagues;
foundings at 146 fathoms.

¢ Very good,

~

Thefe obférvations were made
| clofe to one of the ice glances,
“11 which I did not find had any
effeét on the compafs as fomc
_ have imagined. Had very ir-
regular foundings from 8o to
10§ fathoms about 4 leagues
of the land, which is high and
ragped, being moftly coveredf .
J with fnow and ice.

Landfrom SSE to NE,

Dip of the needle, mean 8o g0
The. large ice glance NL
about 5 or 6 leagues off.

mean of the four fights gave}-

{Tried the dipping needle, the
81 10.

land high, and the found:
filled with frozen foow, even|

{About 5 leagues off fhore, the
< to the tops of the hills,

Dip of the needte 81 30,
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Dip of the necdle 81 30,

"Many ifles off this part of thef
coalt, and foundings about 12
leagues off, though none clofe}
ine

Clear weather,.

{LandfmmNgcs EwS2E3

Tleagues off. - .

{Thick weather; land NE to
SSE 4 leagues off.

Thick weather; fell in. with a ridgeL
of rocks,-28 miles E. from hence. This
day’s Sovtherly wind-found the thip 17

. miles to the N. of account.

At anchor in an harbour, called
{. MautkettoCove, until the 27th.

{ Thefe' obfervations were made

on fhore with a refle@®ed hori-
" ‘zony and the latitades fettled|
" by many good meridian alti-
tudes; the weather fine and
" clear, fothat Ican anfwer for}
 the’ obfervations,. though not}
for the working.

A further
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A further Continuatioh of the Track of His Majefty’s armed Brig Lion, from Mofketto Cove

to the End of Davis's Straits, &c.
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to Cove, Greenland,

Remaiks, &,

( By thefe obfervations T deduce this Cove
to lay in Jatitude 64 55 13 N.

and longitude 52 56 30 W.
Variation o0 36 oW.

Dip of the needle gz 22 30

Flow of the tide, fpring; 14f.

— — — —neip 9f
High water full and chunge at ioh. 15"
A M. :

Dip, Fice E mark end down, 82 30

Face W ditto, 81 13
Poles changed, Face W ditto; 80 39
| Face E. == — 8o 13

No {oundit}gs; cleat weather.

Littleor no ice; and fleady weather.
rClofe to a very extenfive field of ice,
and an appearance of land at the back ;|
the dip of the needle as underneath :
Mark end up, face E. 86 o
— — — face W. 85 40
Poles changed, face W. 8¢ 50
—= = a3 face W. 83 30

{;’aaiiihg alohg the field of ice to the N. E.
rigging froZe

Loft fight of the ice.

[ ¢ Saw another large field of ice to the Eaft
ward, .
Thefe four days fometimes thick fog,)
and- others clear weather, a heavy
fwecll from the South,

At 12 _this night was in latitude 63 14,
and ncarly the fame longitude as at noon.
Vatt quantity of very large ice iflands,
{ and a gredt fea, with thick weather.
Frefh gales, thick weather, and ice iflands.
{Saw high land bearing N. E. diflance 20|
leagues, a great fwell, and little wind.
Light airs all this day; the land appear-|
{ ing high, and in many places covered)
" with fnovw.
Little winds from the S. W. about four
{ Jeagues from the land foundings from|
60 to 25 fathoms, fandy ground.
Standing in and out to get to the fouth-
{ ward; wind 8. W. blows ftrong.

‘When thefe obfervations were taken|
Mount Cuningham bore SSE, diftance]
about fix leagues; depth- of water 65|
fathoms; fandy ground.

Land from SE to ENE. feven leagues oﬁr
no foundings.

[ When thefe obfervations were taken
there was little ice in fight, the wea-
ther fine, fea fmooth, the land from E.
to SSW. which was high and about 12
leagues off, being that part named

i Chriftiag Sonnd, and where the Danes|

for {fame veare warked a filver mined”
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there wis little ice in fight, the wea-
ther fine, fea fmooth, the land from E.
to SSW., which was high and about r2
leagues off, being that part named
Chriftiag Sonnd, and where the Dancs|
for fome years worked a filver mine,|’
and as this coaft has in many places
ftrong appearances of iron ore; this may
be one, and in all probability may oc-
cafion this high variations

Land ih fight,

The extremes of the land from NE.to
SW, diftance fix leaguess

Within one fiiile of the mouth of a rocky
river, with a rapid tide

Land from E. to ENE. very high.

Hard gales with much rain, and a great
fea, wind SWBS, weather thick.

Thick clofe weather, with little wind.

Foggy weather. .
The land like Iflands, Caught many!
large hollibutes.

rDip, mark end up, face E. 83 30
— = — face W. 84 40

9 Poles changed, face W. 85 o
| = == == ——faccE. 85 ©

A Track
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A Track of His Majefty’s armed Brig Lion, from Davis’s Straits to the Coaft of Labrac
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We anchored in Porcupine Harbour, where we ftaid untilthe 26th of September, and from tl
to England; which being a common rout, I fhall conclude with a few general obfervations on
world, fo little known and {o terribly reprefented by people who, in order to raife their own me
gers and difficulties of common eccurrences ; merely becaufe the places are unknown, and therc
probability of their ever being contradi¢ted. I do not mean this as a perfonal reflexion ; but h:
with many of the mafters of Greenland veflels, as well as their employers, and heard fuch dre
thofe countries, I cannot help remarking it as a circumftance equally foolifh and ridiculous, ten
thofe who from a laudable principle would be benefators to their country, but are deterred fron



Labradore,

L4
Remarks, &c,

 The land near Balls River in ﬁkht, mak-j
ing i Miands. '

Thefe obfervations are very good ones,
yet as they give too little, and dif-
agree with the reft, 1 did not pay much
regard to them, nor alter the track, as
1 cannot anfwer for the working of]
thems

A very heavy gale of wind, which obliged
' { us to throw overboard the guns we}
had on deck. ‘o ]
This night, for the firft time (the gale]
being over and fine weather), faw thel
aurora borealis, which began'in the SE.J
quarter, but was neither fofirong nor fof.
beautiful as in the fouthern hemifphered -

By the obfervations on the 1gth; I find
the error of ' the common reckoning to
have increafed 55 miles, and by thefeto}
have t fed 50 miless therefc lhal!{
alter the track to the obfervations, as If
think them a fufficient confirmation of]
the trugh.

was the laft we faw. .
‘Moderate breezes, and no ice to be feen.

. { High land EbS diftance 32 leagues, which]
Dittoy with mifts,
Freth galess

F, reﬂ; gales.
Cloudj* weathet'
Saw the firft ice Hlands on the Labradore.
Much ice. -
Much ice,

Round Hill Iffand, bore N'W. fixor feven
leagues, which being the eaftern part of]
America, I make it to. be in latitude]
53 32 N. longitude 54 29 W. off
Greenwich.

from thence proceeded
ions on this part of the
)wn merit, make dane
d there is little or no

but having difcourfed
ach dreadful ftories of
us, tending to miflead
red from it by fuch re-
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thofe countries, I cannot help remarking it as a circumftance equally foolifh and ridiculous, ten
thofe who from a laudable principle would be benefators to their country, but are deterred fron
prefentations ; and I appeal to thofe feries of facts for the truth of my affertion. Fhe weather i
is, in the fpring and autumn, boifterous; the feas run irregular, like the Gulph of Lic
places I could inftance (that is fhort and high); eccafioned (I imagine) by the narrownefs of -
many impediments it meets with from the i ice, and its being open to the fouthern parts of the
As the fouth winds are always the ftrongeft, bring thick weather, and the greateft fea, o the nort
fine clear weather, and are feldom ftrong. I fhall here finifh thefe obfervations, with the partic
&c. and fhall communicate obfervations on the ice, the atmofphere, the land of Forbﬂhcr, and
of a north weft paffage, in a fhort time.

Gl
»ﬁ; ‘%
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us, tending to miflead
red from it by fuch re-
eather in Davis’s Straits
of Lions, and other
efs of the Straits, the
of the Atlantic Ocears.
he northern ones bring
¢ particulars of them,
2r, and the probability
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L. Track of His Majelys armed Brig Lion fromt England o Davis's Streights amd Labrador, with Obfervations for
determining the Longitude by Sun and Moon and Error of Commonr Reckoning; alfo the Variation of the Compals
and Dip of the Needle, as obferved during the jfaid Poyage in 1776,
Commander of the faid Vefel; communicated by Nevil Mailkelyne, D. D. F. R, 8. and Aftronomer Royal.

By Liewtenant Richard Picker{yill, Jave
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A continuation
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A Continuation of the Track of His Majefty's armed Brig Lion, from Cape Farewell along the Welt Coaft of
Greenland, for the Determination of the Pofition of the Coaft, as likewife the Dip, Variation, &c.
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A further
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A further Continuation of the Track of His Majefty's armed Brig Lion, from Mofketto Cove, Greenland,
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A Track of His Majefty’s armed Brig Lion, from Davis's Straits to the Coaft of Labradere,
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We anchored in Porcupine Harbour, where we flaid untilthe 26th of September, and from thence proceeded
to England; which being a common rout, I fhall conclude with a few general obfervations on this part of the
waorld, fo little known and {o terribly reprefented by people who, in order to raife their own merit, make dan-
gers and dificulties of common ocourrences ; merely becaufe the places are unknown, and there is little or no
probability of their ever being contradifted. 1 do not mean this as a perfonal reflexion ; but having difcourfed
with many of the mafters of Greenland veflels, as well as their employers, and heard fuch dreadful ftories of
thofe countries, 1 cannot help remarking it as a drcumftance equally foolith and ridiculous, tending ro miflead
thofe who from a laudable principle would be benefaltors to their country, but are deterred from it by {uch re-
prefentations 3 and I appeal to thole feries of fafts for the truth of my affertion. ‘The weather in Davis's Straits
15, in the fpring and autumn, boifterous; the feas run irregular, like the Gulph of Lions, and other
places I could inftance (that is thort and high) ; occafioned (1 imagine) by the narrownefs of the Straits, the
many impediments it meets with from the ice, and its being open to the fouthern parts of the Atlantic Ocean.
As the fouth winds are always the ftrongeft, bring thick weather, and the greateit fea, {o the northern ones bring
fine clear weather, and are {feldom ftrong. 1 fhall here finith thefe obfervations, with the particulars of thems,
fcc. and fhall communicate obfervations on the ice, the atmofphere, the land of Forbifher, and the probability
of a north weft pafiage, in a fhort time.



